






more functionality and visual appeal. Positioning the  
living room next to the kitchen gave the owner easy 
access to the kitchen for casual get-togethers. The din-
ing room capitalizes on the fantastic view, which sparks 
dinner conversation during more formal sit-down affairs.”

Yanic tore up the original dark wall-to-wall carpet-
ing to lay slick engineered ebony maple hardwood, and 
replaced the dusty pink colour scheme with a more  
masculine, monochromatic palette. “The classic grey 
walls lend a feeling of openness. I wanted the owner  
and his guests to forget about wall boundaries.” 

Rather than replace the honey-colour cabinetry, Yanic 
sprayed them a mink brown, which freed up funds for 
stainless steel appliances, Calacatta Oro marble counter-
tops, a contemporary chrome faucet and open overhang-
ing shelves that are a handy spot for everyday dishes. 
The kitchen’s peninsula is a compact breakfast bar that 
offers additional seating during parties.

The term “finishing touches” doesn’t do justice to the 
collaborative choice of accessories: a mix of sparkling 
decorative items, multipurpose pieces and artwork. One 
of Yanic’s favourite picks is the pendant in the living 
area. “It’s like a disco ball, which is appropriate, since 
this client likes to entertain and party,” he says. Now he 
has the perfect space to do just that.

LIVING ROOM The modern design 
of the glossy white media cabinet 
complements the space and 
doesn’t scream “There’s a TV in  
the living room.” Yanic customized 
the laser-cut mirror art.

CABINET Bestå Burs ikea.ca. VASE 
casalife.com. WALL Paint Classic Grey 
OC-23 benjaminmoore.ca.  

MINI HOME OFFICE A glass-top 
sawhorse table and contemporary 
chair transform this nook into a 
chic workspace. The oil painting 
does double duty as artwork and 
screen to mask an electrical panel.

DESK westelm.com. CHAIR kinetichome.
com. CLOCK, SHELVES umbra.com.

Insider  
Information
Designer Yanic Simard talks savvy 
style for a compact condo.

STYLE AT HOME Where did you draw your 
inspiration for this space?

YANIC SIMARD A combination of the en-
tertaining vibe coming from the client and 
the urban space and surroundings.

S@H What’s your favourite piece?

YANIC The porcelain stools.

S@H Describe what you did to make the 
client’s space his own.

YANIC I integrated photography he had 
taken [above the bed] and, because he’s a 
music lover, displayed his album collection 
on the aluminum shelves in the dining area.

S@H How did you mix price points?

YANIC We spent money on big items, like 
the hardwood flooring, appliances, kitchen 
faucet, sofa and Saarinen-style table, and 
saved on low-impact pieces, like the area 
rug, desk and IKEA dining chairs.

S@H Why did you choose this decor style?

YANIC It’s a hip and eclectic style, which 
suits the client’s tastes and ties all the dif-

ferent elements together.

511 SQ. FT.

illu


st
r

ation





 s
c

o
tt


 r

o
ge


r

s

styleathome.com april 2010 | 99


